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March 12, 2002

TheHonorableLeonardJ. Koczur
Acting InspectorGeneral
TheLegal ServicesCor~oration
750 First Street,NE lit Floor
Washington,D.C. 20002-4250
By Facsimile(202)336-8955And Regular Mail

DearMr. Koczur:

I write to commenton the draft report on theresultsof resultsof the audit of Central
Virginia Legal Aid Society(CVLAS) by theOffice of InspectorGeneral,asfollows:.

Recommendations:

The draft report recommendedthat the managementof CVLAS adopt proceduresto
ensurethatnon-LSCfunds:

1. financeintakeservices;and

2. financemembershipfeespaidto privateandnon-profitorganizations.

CVLAS managementwill takeactionto implementtheserecommendations.

I would like to takethisopportunityto addthefollowing:

This on-siteaudit review by the office of InspectorGeneralmay have beensomewhat
unusual in that the on-site visit by the OIG’s office presentedCVLAS will an opportunityto
seeksomeadvanceguidancefrom theoffice oftheOIG asto mattersunderdeliberationthat had
not beenimplemented.While theOIG’s office wasveryclearthat the office of generalcounsel
of the Legal ServicesCorporationand not the OIG office has the authority to give binding
advanceguidance,theOIG’s officedid makesomecommentsduringthe on-sitevisit in regardto
mattersunderconsideration.Thosecommentwereveryhelpful to CVLAS.

On behalf of CVLAS, I wish to expressadmiration for the professionalismand
objectivityofthe OIG team,which conductedtheon-sitereview at CVLAS. While maintaining
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properdistanceand the OIG’s oversight role, the OIG team set an exampleof courtesyand
fairnessthat couldserveasamodel for anyteamchargedwith oversightresponsibility.

As to the issueof intake. BecauseCVLAS is in accordwith therecommendationof the
01G draft report, the issueof what would be the effect of a different responseis mooted. I
requestthat CVLAS’s responsenot be construedas a precedentas regards otherprograms
outsidethe service areaof CVLAS where other programsmight take a different position
regardingissuesraisedby theOIG draft report.

Thankyou for thisopportunityto comment.

Sincerely,

~.. 2~c~

HenryW. McLaughlin
ExecutiveDirector
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